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Politics thwarting help for
real folks

Bruno stall hurts peoplein insurance suits

A treefallson your car during a windstor m, and for some convoluted r eason, your
insurance Company refusesto pay the claim. You hirealawyer and go to court,
whereit isdetermined that yon areindeed entitled to the money.

But by thetime you pay attorney feesand other court costs, and use up valuable
vacation timeto tend to business, you're still in the hole --- even with the settlement.
The insurance company, on the other hand had nothing to lose by originally denying
the claim, since all they had to dois pay off what you wer e entitled to anyway. Why
not deny a claim?

A bill in the state legislatur e would change that by making the insurersliablefor the
legal fees of any policy holder who was denied a legitimate claim.

Furthermore, you'd be eligible to receive modest punitive damages. The pending
legislation cover s property/casualty and auto insurance.

The bill has passed the Assembly for thelast several years.

But it'shung up in the Senate once again this year because Senate M ajority L eader
Joseph Bruno opposesit and won't let it cometo a full Senate vote.

Critics say Bruno opposes the law because the insurance industry has pumped more
than $70,000 in to his campaign war chest since 1995.



Bruno scoffs at that and saysthat he doesn’t like bill because he thinksit might
result in higher insurance premiums and he's only tying to do what'sresponsible.

What'sresponsibleisto protect the consumer.

Policyholder swho faithfully pay insurance premiums month after month, year after
year, and who have legitimate claims are entitled to fair compensation in the event
of an accident, Nothing more - and certainly nothing less.

Simply, this bill broadens consumer rights. Bruno's obstinacy, which can be directly
attributed to the same shameful Albany power brokerage that has put the state
budget In limbo ishampering democr acy.

Bring the bill to a vote and let gover nment wor k
ISSUE AT A GLANCE

The problem: A bill that has passed the slate Assembly to help consumer s when they
suefor what they arerightfully owed in insurance casesis languishing in the Senate,
where Majority Leader Joseph Bruno will not allow a vote.

The solution: stop thisanti-consumer, anti-democr atic stall and let the bill cometo
thefloor so that the everyday peopleit could help get a break they deserve.

Thefull outrage: While politics asusual goeson in Albany, the stale budget is still
not adopt, morethan 115 days late. Thisnew record for incompetence makesit even
clearer that the system in which powerful leader s such as Bruno can put everything
on hold until they can strike back-room dealsis an abomination and must be
scrapped by rank and-file legislator swho defer to such lead-erain order to get
campaign donations and keep their seats.



